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f vou're considering buving an older house. there are two
key things to understand. First, you're buying a piece of
history and something that's not perfect. Second, if you have a

romanticized image of what it’s like to live in an older home
while also thinking about all of the things you'd like 1o change
about it, you probably shouldn't buy one. So says Laura Payne.
business manager for Wilton-based Benchmark Builders, LLC
“An older house is not necessarily going to have straight walls
and Ml Noors, and you're not geing to get a big. spacious
walk-in closel,” she says. “but you should enjoy the house for
what it is” Her points are well taken, especially in Lower
Fairficld County where some folks ane drawn (o owning an
antigue house without always understanding all it can entail.

Kathy and Steven Knapp undersiood these poinis and
more when they decided (o purchase an antique house in
Westport more than a decade ago. After living in the home
for several years and putting their energies into the mising
of three sons, the couple decided it was time to locus on
themselwes and create a master suite with a connecting bath.
(Little did they know then that posi-renovation Kathy would
become pregnant with the couple’s fourth child, a baby girl.)

The homeowners contacied Andrew Pavne, founder of
Benchmark and a licensed contractor, Since the house was
circa 1880 and Andrew didn’t know what he would find once
he began demolition, he and the Knapp's agreed the project
would be priced out hourly according to time and materials.

At the time. the home’s upstairs consisted of four
smallish bedrooms and a single shared bath. To get the
expanded space the Knapp's desired without going over-
board, Benchmark combined two of four existing bedrooms
in the house’s upper level into one master bedroom with a
separate bathroom.

Independent of an architect, Benchmark gutted the
whaole epace and had frequent field consultations with
the homeowners. Lilerally everything from ceiling and
subfloor to electrical and plumbing needed to be
reworked while keeping with the integrity of the house.
Much of the architectural detailing that Andrew is known
for—and which has earned his company several local and
national awards—had to be created from scratch.

Left — The renovoded balhrmom fealire o comfly oversifed chair,
i seek dipper tub, mad o cndom-Innlt cabinet with brass chicken wire
arents perfeci for sioeing linens and boileiries that fit micely nlo a
cazy cowmer fromed by @ water closet omd the master bedroom.
Right — A slawiesd shed roof st replaced with airy cathedeml
peitings, The interior design—a mix of blue-and-shite,
Viciorian-inspired patierms omd prists— e coondinaled by

Audrey Maorgan faleriors of Wistport.

“We wanted (o creale thal spacious, master-suite feel you
get in today'’s average, Fairficld County, million-dollar house
without having it look modern and refreshed.” says Laura.

To open up the bedroom, a slanted shed roof was replaced
with cathedral ceilings. and. an elliptical window once in the
attic and covered in cobwebs was exposed and painied. To
better frame the room and draw atlention to the newly
exposed window, Andrew acquired an original-looking wooden
beam from a supplier of antique reclaimed wood specific 1o
match a pre-existing beam already mounted along the ceiling
of the bedroom and had it placed symmetrically to the first.

Cracked plaster walls were restored and covered with
Viclorian-inspired wallpaper and paint coordinated by Audrey
Morgan Interiors. Hardwood floors. which were lifted 1o
address electrical and other issues, were able to be salvaged
and relaid. A custom Yith-width bead board door was
installed as the entryway to the bedroom (as well as in the
bathroom ceiling) and gave the room an older look.

In the bathroom Kathy Knapp wanied an old, cast-iron
combination tub/shower from the 19505 replaced with a sleek
slipper tub and coordinating fixtures from Klaff's. Another
must-have was a custom-buill cabinet with brass chicken-wire
accents used for storing linens and toiletries which [l perfectly
inio a cory corner framed by the water closel. For comfort. an
overstuffed chair wag nestled into a corner by the sink.




To better access the view of the Knapp's backyard So if you're considering purchasing an antique home, or

garden, an old, double-hung window was replaced with two renovaling the older house you currently live in, remember:
new French Marvin Casemaster windows. When the windows  the costs and time incurred are most likely going to be more
are closed you can see a mullion running down the center, than you had expected, but the result will be worth it. Wl
but when the windows are open, there’s no bar at all. Other Photos: Obson Photographic, LLC.

contemporary touches included the installation of a frosted
glass French door that closes to the commode,

5

closet, ended up totaling 300 square feet and ':;5 Ca | _;g
was 22x14 feet. The project took about three : m -
months and cost $130,000. considerably more s 33N g B
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as well as a frameless shower door.
The renovated area, including a walk-in

perfect example of how people can get in over
their heads...When we opened things up, we | REERSEEE
realized that it was going to be like starting all
over,” says Andrew.

Right — A mullion is attached to one of the
new Marvin Casemaster windows (right), so an
expansive, unobstructed view of the Knapp's
beautiful country backyard is possible when the
windows are cranked open.




